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About Center for Resource Solutions 

A nonprofit creating policy and market solutions to advance sustainable energy since 1997. 

 

• Expert Assistance 

• Renewable Energy and Climate Policy 

• Voluntary Market Certification 



CRS Policy and Technical Assistance 

Policy Outreach  

• Western Climate Initiative and RGGI 

• RPS programs 

• State legislative educational outreach 

• Federal agencies, including FTC (Green Guides), SEC (Dodd 

Frank), EPA and DOE 

• Best practices publications 

Markets 

• Renewable energy tracking systems 

• Renewable energy in greenhouse gas reporting 

• Certification and recognition programs, e.g., LEED and Green 

Power Leadership Awards 

Education and Best Practices 

• Webinar series 

• Publications 

• Green-e website 

 

 

CRS partners with local, regional 
and national renewable energy 

advocates, and industry and 
government stakeholders to advance 
renewable energy policy and markets 

 



About Green-e 

The first and only certification for retail carbon offsets. 

North America’s leading voluntary certification program for renewable energy. 

Supporting companies to use renewable energy and carbon reductions 



Green-e Program Governance 

•  Independent Governance Board  

–Natural Resources Defense Council 

–Union of Concerned Scientists 

–National Renewable Energy Laboratory 

–Regional renewable advocacy organizations 

–Several other environmental and industry leaders 

• All standards and policies developed through open stakeholder consultations 



• Over 300 utilities, distribution companies, and renewable energy and REC 

marketers sell Green-e Energy certified products in the U.S. and Canada 

• Over half of all US wind capacity has transactions certified by Green-e Energy 

• Over 580,000 households and 66,000 businesses bought Green-e Energy certified 

renewable energy in 2010 

 

Certifying 2/3 of all voluntary renewable energy transactions 
nationally 



Renewable Energy: REC + electricity 

Renewable Energy Certificates are renewable energy. RECs are tracked, 
traded, sold, and retired. You buy a REC, you’re buying renewable energy. 









Top 20 U.S. Green Power Purchasers 

1. Intel Corporation 

2. Kohl’s Department Stores 

3. Microsoft Corporation 

4. Wal-Mart (TX & CA) 

5. Whole Foods 

6. Staples 

7. City of Houston, TX 

8. Starbucks 

9. City of Austin, TX 

10. Hilton Worldwide 

11. McDonald’s USA 

12. HSBC N.A. 

13. U.S. Department of Energy 

14. City of Dallas, TX 

15. Lockheed Martin 

16. Cisco Systems 

17. U.S. Air Force 

18. U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

19. District of Columbia 

20. TD Bank, N.A. 



Tell your story. 



90%  of consumers worldwide want more renewable energy1 

80% of U.S. consumers indicated that they care about the use of 
 renewable energy2  

50%  of consumers worldwide would pay extra for products 
 based on renewable energy3 

Consumers want more information about the renewable 
energy used in the production of brands 

Green Marketing Basics 

1 Global Consumer Wind Study.  TNS. 2011 
2 LOHAS Consumer Trends Database.  NMI. 2008 
3 Consumer Attitudes About Renewable Energy: Trends and Regional Differences. NREL and NMI. 2011  



-50+ Companies 
-500+ Products 

- 100% usage for 9 out of 10 participants  

Program Participants 
 



Supporting Wind 



Minimum purchase or generation 
requirements 

Fee to use trademarked logo 

Verification of purchases and percent of use 
claims  

• Utility bills/usage data 

• Proof of renewable energy purchase 

• Signed agreement 

 

 

Verification of Renewable Energy and  
Use of Green-e certification mark 



Types of Renewable Energy Claims 
Available under Green-e Marketplace  

On Product 
 
Organization or Company 
 
Headquarters/Facilities 
 
Electric Vehicles 
 
Re:print 



Organization or Company 

Products Facilities 

Vehicles 

Types of Verification and Claims 

Re:print 



Communicating Your Commitment 
Tradeshows Print Collateral 

Product Labels 



Websites 



Branding 



CONTACT 

Requirement:  
100% Headquarters + 100% Product Manufacturing 

On Product 



Over 500 Products 



 
 

 
 

The Benefits of 



Green-e Recogntion (U.S.) 



Opening Doors and Increasing Sales 

Great River Organic 

Buywell Coffee 



Quarterly Webinars 



Video Interviews 

Case Studies 



Product Advocacy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Standards Advocacy 

Consumer Protection 
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CenterForResourceSolutions 



Resources 

www.green-e.org/marketplace 
Find out how to put the Green-e logo to use for your organization 
 
www.resource-solutions.org 
Get the latest research and reports from CRS, including the recently published study, 
Unlocking the Power of Renewable Energy Certification to Build Credibility with Consumers 
 
www.epa.gov/grnpower 
Join EPA’s Green Power Partners and Climate Leaders 
 
www.epa.gov/grnpower/buygp 
U.S. EPA’s Guide to Purchasing Green Power 
 
www.ftc.gov 
Comply with the Federal Trade Commission’s Green Guides 
 
www.renewableenergymarkets.com 
Renewable Energy Markets annual conference 


